MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
I could not forgive myself for not being able to see you in New York.
I am going back to Japan in about one month, after settling our affairs at the Exposition.
And I am greatly anxious to have two photographs of yourself, one in stage costume, and one in which you appear as yourself.
And before your photographs, I would tell the young people of Japan of your artful acting, for which I am certain they would pay you the best and highest respect.
Though this country has had no theatrical family which can boast, like the Ichikawa, of two hundred years in the theatre, there have been several families closely identified with the stage. In an editorial article called "Acting Blood," the New York Herald a few years ago printed:
The theatrical profession has produced families in which the acting blood ran strong through more than one generation. The Booths, Jeffersons and Davenports were notable examples of inherited talent, and still more distinguished, in the eyes of the present generation of playgoers, are the Drews, now conspicuously in the public eye. The founder of the family was John Drew, one of the best Irish comedians our stage has known, who flourished during the fifties and whose wife, Mrs. John Drew, was a famous Mrs. Malaprop.
My daughter, Louise Drew, the granddaughter of two famous actresses of the American stage, my mother,ack to Japan. Particularly I could not forget that last scene of Rosemary, so impressively lonesome.E ADAMS PLAYED AS LEADING WOMAN   WITH   JOHN   DREWpart." Mine just now, as the New Year dawns, is a very happy one, since it permits me too Pilnuit ....... . ........ .. MB. JAMES Lewis
